
In the pre-dawn hours of April17, 1966, a m~sterio~s ~vent o~curred that 
would change the lives of two Portage County, Ohto, sheriff s deputies forever. 

. As Deputy Sheriff Dale Spaur and auxiliary .. Deputy Wilbur Neff pulled over to 
check an abandoned car, they were struck by the sight of a bright light risfng.above the 
trees. ' . . 

· Suddenly the light shot str~ight up- it was a UFO as large as a hol;lse ..-- and it drew nearer, , 
bathing the stunned deputies in 
a bright, white glare. 

The officers were terrified. 
They ran to .their police car for · 
cover and began what would be­
come the longest-police chase of 
a UFO ever- a chase that cov­
ered 85 miles in two states, was 
joined by otl1er troopets and 
reached speeds up to nearly ' lOO 
miles ap h01..1r. t · · 

The first report was called in 
to headquarters by Spaur when 
he ran back to the false security 
of his squad car. 

''It's abouf50 feet a·cross," he 
'said, ·"and I c"an·just make out a 
dome or something on top, but 
that's very dark. The-bottom is 
real bright: It's putting out a 
beam oflight that m~kes a 'big 
,spot underneath. · 

"It ·was ·overhead a minute 
ago and· it was bright as ' day 
here: This is no helicopter 9r · D 1 5 b 
anyth)·ng l1'ke that. It's perfectly Deputy a e paur, ·~ a ove, 

chased the UFO for-85 miles 
still and it j~st makes a hum- through two states. An 
ming noise .. '~ '. ' - artist's impression. 0~ that 100 
. B~si~~s: '·hav~ng poli~e e~~ m.p.h. chase is' at right;''. 
pertase m ,Photography . and ra- . . . ._ . . . 
dio operations~ · Spa~r had three clearl.Y m s~lhouette ag~unst ~he 
years Air Force ·. experience in ,mormng . skyl. . A pr<?t~USlQn 
airborne ' refueling. operations. a~out 20 feet long was Y}Stble_at 
Conventional aircraft and heli- th~ top rear .. The . ~nd~r!leath 
copters were well known to him. sbll shone. brtghtly' · cas.tn~g a 

Another' patrol' car was called beam. of hght .downw~.~~{; ~nd patched ~arlier . had taken -the 
to join the chas~. The strange backward. . · :-·~··:: .~ wrong route. · 
()bjec~ .. c~oss~d - th.e road in front It conti~ued to rac~,· ·~)tern Police radios in . two states 
of Us pursuers. It · went ~her- about 90 miles an ho~r ea~ward were now crackling witll re­
eve~·. t~~Y went - parallel, but to~ard Pennsylv.ama. T~e ~ep- ports of the bi~arre chase. Pa­
always ahead Qf them. . . utles were told to stay W.It.h tt as trolman Wayne Huston of East 

.As d.~w~ broke, th~ deputies lo!lg as they coul~ - the c.ar Palestine joined the chas~ and 
saw the top .of the obJect more w1th camera equtpment das- when the· thr:ee officers ap-

proached Beaver, Pa., the ob­
ject stopp~d ~irectly in front of 
them, hovering a few hundred 
feet above ·the ·road. 

Spaur was low on gas ·and 
screeched to a halt when he saw 
a par;ked police car·. Huston did 
likewise. They had just chased a 
UFO 85 mile~. ·' 

The three Ohio law office 

watched as the object- shaped 
like a football that had been cut 
in half ·- receded and hovered 
to the east· · . · 

Panzanella called . in and 
found out that the obje~t had 
been picked up · by ·the radar 
tower at Greater , Pittsburgh 
Airport. 

With its · eerie light, its 
antenna-like extension .and its 
ability to pick up speediiri an in~ 
stant and hover at will: the UFO 
~as · a very rea.l and rr~ghtening 
s1ght to the offtcers. · . · 

!lllt.Jor Spaur and Neff, it was 

ran up to Conway, Pa., patrol- · ~ · 
man Frank Panzanella and 
asked him· if he saw it. 

to have an effect that lasted long 
after the light had disappeared 
from the horizon. 

Spaur became the center of so 
much publicity that he 'was 
forced to resign from . the 
sheriff's office. . 

His wife left him and he 
dropped from sight. His current 
whereabouts are unknown. 

Huston also resigned, left 
Ohio and Jll()ved out west to 
start a -new ·life. , · 
From the bo41k "UFOs ond the Limits of Scitncc" 
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